4 



iPimniyMiNK 

@ Publication number: 0 528 576 A1 
@ EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



<g) Application number: 92307087.4 @ Int. CI. 6 : B42D 5/02, B42D 15/08 

@ Date of filing : 03.08.92 



@ Priority: 15.08.91 GB 9117590 
15.08.91 GB 9117589 


@ Invento 
50 Rav 
Horner 


r : Perrima 
enscourt 
urch, Ess 


n, Victor 

ex°RM12 6HH (GB) 


© Date of publication of application : 
24.02.93 Bulletin 93/08 


(g) Repres 


entative : £ 


pence, Anne et al 


@ Designated Contracting States : 
DE FR GB NL 


Fry, H< 
Beddir 


ath & Spe 
gton Croy 


nee Mill House Wandle Road 
don Surrey CR0 4SD (GB) 








@ Applicant: MOORE BUSINESS FORMS, INC. 
300 Lang Boulevard 

Grand Island New York 14072-1697 (US) 









(g) Mailers and business form assemblies for pro< 

(57) The invention relates to a sealed mailer or a 
business form assembly for providing a series 
of such mailers. In one form, the mailer has a 
folded edge and three other edges sealed by 
adhesive. A line of perforation extends along a 
first edge opposite the folded edge. Adhesive 
along the other two opposite edges is of a 
peel-apart arrangement such that after the first 
edge has been detached, the other two edges 
can be peeled apart to open out the mailer 
without significantly damaging the mailer. In 
another form, two rectangular sheets are sealed 
along all four edges with a line of perforation 
along a marginal edge portion of a first of the 
edges. Two edges adjacent the first edge and 
extending normal thereto are secured to one 
another by a peel-apart adhesive arrangement 
such that after the first edge portion has been 
torn off along the line of perforation, the two 
sheets from which the mailer is formed can be 
peeled apart from one another without signific- 
antly damaging the mailer. 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office e 




Jouve, 18, rue Saint-Denis, 75001 PARIS 



-I EP 0 528 576 A1 



BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

This invention relates to mailers and business 
form assemblies for producing such mailers. 

In one aspect, the invention is particularly appli- 
cable to business form assemblies comprising a sub- 
stantially continuous web containing a plurality of 
mailer forming units separable from one another by 
first transverse lines of perforation extending com- 
pletely across the web, each mailerforming unit com- 
prising a front sheet and a back sheet of similar size, 
the mailer forming unit carrying non-active, but acti- 
vatable, adhesive such that a sealed mailer unit can 
be formed by folding the unit to bring the front and 
back sheets in register and activating the adhesive to 
form a seal along the three non-folded edges. 

Conventional mailers have the three sealed 
edges detachable along perforation lines which ex- 
tend inside the lines of adhesive so that after the mar- 
ginal edge portions have been removed by tearing 
along the lines of perforation the mailer can be 
opened out along the fold line. 

Accordingly, in one aspect, the invention pro- 
vides a sealed mailer and a business form assembly 
for providing a series of such mailers, in which the 
mailer has a folded edge and three-other edges 
sealed by adhesive. The mailer includes a line of per- 
foration along a first edge opposite the folded edge 
and inside the substantially continuous line of adhe- 
sive sealing that edge. The adhesive along the other 
two opposite edges is of a peel-apart arrangement, 
e.g., a series of spaced small dots of adhesive with no 
adhesive between the dots. Thus, after the first edge 
has been detached, the other two edges can be peel- 
ed apart to open out the mailer without significantly 
damaging the mailer. 

More particularly, the invention in this aspect 
thereof provides a business form assembly for form- 
ing a plurality of mailers, comprising a continuous web 
formed with a plurality of mailer forming units sepa- 
rated from one another by first transverse lines of per- 
foration extending across the web. Each unit is 
formed with a central fold line such that the unit can 
be folded, after separation from the web, over along 
the central fold line to provide a sealed mailer having 
a front sheet and a back sheet in register with one an- 
other. At least parts of the edge portions parallel to 
the fold line carry a first non-active adhesive such 
that when such edges are brought together, a first 
substantially continuous line of adhesive is provided 
for sealing these edge portions together. A detach- 
ment line of perforations extends along the edge por- 
tions parallel to the fold line and inside the first adhe- 
sive line to define a tear-off margin. Portions of the 
edges normal to the fold line have a non-active sec- 
ond peel-apart adhesive arrangement therealong to 
seal the edge portions together. By removing the 



tear-off margin, the edge portions normal to the fold 
line can be peeled apart to open the mailer without 
significant damage thereto. 

This aspect of the invention extends to mailers 
5 formed from such business form assemblies which 
have been folded and the adhesive activated to seal 
the units. Preferably, the adhesive is heat activatable 
or pressure activatable and the same adhesive is 
used for forming the substantially continuous adhe- 
w sive line and for forming the peel-apart arrange- 
ments. The peel-apart arrangements comprise 
spaced-apart spots or discrete areas of adhesive 
separated by areas free of adhesive. The spacing is 
such that the area free of adhesive along the line of 
15 peel-apart adhesive is at least twice the area covered 
by adhesive, preferably three to six times as great and 
with advantage about four to five times as great. The 
central fold line of the mailer may extend transversely 
or longitudinally of the web, depending upon the de- 
20 sired dimensions. 

The adhesive in this embodiment is arranged 
substantially symmetrically of the units so that each 
half of the unit carries substantially half the adhesive. 
Where the adhesive is a heat seal adhesive, prefer- 
25 ably the spots of the peel-apart adhesive of one half 
are interspaced between the spots of peel-apart ad- 
hesive on the other half when the unit is folded. Such 
an arrangement provides a balanced web and mailer 
unit Where the adhesive is a pressure seal adhesive, 
30 'the lines and spots must be the same on each sheet 
to register in contact with one another. 

In another aspect, the invention utilizes separate 
message and cover sheets in which the message 
sheets are capable of being fed through a non-impact 
35 printer to have information printed on such message 
sheets, while the cover sheets bear all the adhesive 
for sealing the two sheets together after they have 
been collated so as to form a sealed mailer. In this as- 
pect, the separate message and cover sheets are 
40 preferably provided in the form of continuous webs, 
the message web comprising a plurality of message 
sheets connected to one another by transverse lines 
of perforations and the cover web comprising a plur- 
ality of cover sheets connected to one another by 
45 transverse lines of perforations. The adhesive for se- 
curing the sheets together may be heat seal or pres- 
sure seal adhesive. 

Such business form assemblies are described in 
European Patent Specification 0143622. However, 
so the mailers of that specification are intended to be 
opened by tearing off four marginal edge portions 
along lines of perforations formed in both sheets. 

Accordingly, in this second aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a mailer and a business 
55 form assembly for forming such a mailer, in which the 
mailer is formed from two sheets sealed along all four 
edges. A line of perforations are provided along a first 
of the edges extending inside a substantially contin- 
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uous line of adhesive along that marginal edge por- 
tion. At least the two edges adjacent the first edge 
and extending normal thereto are secured to one an- 
other by a peel-apart adhesive arrangement such as 
previously described in the first embodiment hereof. 
After the first edge portion has been torn off along 
the line of perforation, the two sheets from which the 
mailer is formed can be peeled apart from one an- 
other. 

More particularly, this aspect of the invention 
provides a business form assembly forforming a mai- 
ler comprising a message sheet suitable for passage 
through a non-impact printer to receive information 
thereon. A cover sheet of a corresponding size to the 
message sheet is provided, each of the sheets having 
longitudinal and transverse edges. One of the sheets, 
preferably the coversheet, carries adhesive along its 
four marginal edge portions such that when it is col- 
lated with a message sheet and the adhesive activat- 
ed the sheets will adhere to one another along the 
edge to form a sealed mailer. The adhesive along a 
first of the edges of the cover sheet is formed in a sub- 
stantially continuous line, the cover sheet being 
formed with a line of perforations parallel to the first 
edge and inwardly of the continuous line of adhesive. 
The message sheet is also formed with a line of per- 
forations adapted to substantially overlie and lie in 
register with the line of perforations on the cover 
sheet when the sheets are collated. The adhesive 
along at least the two opposite edge portions of the 
cover sheet extending normal to the first edge is of a 
peel-apart arrangement as previously described. 

Preferably, the business form assembly compris- 
es a plurality of message sheets and a plurality of cov- 
er sheets, included respectively in a continuous mes- 
sage web and a continuous cover web, each compris- 
ing a plurality of such sheets separated from the ad- 
jacent sheets by transverse lines of perforations. In 
one form of this second embodiment, each message 
sheet and each cover sheet extends the full width of 
such webs. In another form, there are provided two 
cover sheets and two message sheets arranged side 
by side on the web, each separated from one another 
by a slit line extending longitudinally of the webs. A 
line of adhesive extends longitudinally adjacent and 
on each side of the central slid line of the cover sheet. 

In a preferred embodiment according to the pres- 
ent invention, there is provided a sealed mailer com- 
prising a first sheet and a second sheet overlying the 
first sheet, at least one of the sheets being suitable 
for passage through a printer for receiving informa- 
tion thereon, the sheets having longitudinal and 
transverse edges in respective registration one with 
the other. Means are provided for joining the register- 
ing longitudinal and transverse edges of the first and 
second sheets one to the other, thereby defining 
longitudinal and transverse edges of the mailer. The 
mailer has a line of perforations along the first and 



second sheets defining a margin adjacent one of the 
edges of the mailer and extending inside the joining 
means along the one mailer edge, the joining means 
along the one mailer edge including a substantially 

5 continuous line of adhesive along the margin. The 
first and second sheets along at least two of the 
joined edges thereof adjacent the one mailer edge 
and extending normal thereto are secured together 
by a peel-apart adhesive arrangement whereby, after 

w the margin of the mailer has been torn off along the 
line of perforations, the first and second sheets can 
be peeled apart from one another without significant- 
ly damaging the mailer. 

In a further preferred embodiment according to 

15 the present invention, there is provided a business 
form assembly forforming a plurality of mailers com- 
prising a continuous web including a plurality of mailer 
forming units separable from one another by first 
transverse lines of perforations extending across the 

20 web, each unit, after separation from the web, having 
a central fold line such thatthe unit can be folded over 
along the central fold line to form a mailer having a 
front sheet and a back sheet in register with one an- 
other, edges of the front and back sheets in register 

25 with one another defining edge portions of the mailer 
perpendicular and parallel to the fold line. At least 
parts of an edge portion of the mailer parallel to the 
fold line carry a first non-active adhesive, such that, 
when the edges of the parallel edge.portions are 

30 brought together, a first substantially continuous line 
of adhesive is provided for sealing the edge portions 
together. A detachment line of perforations extends 
along the edge portions parallel to the fold line and 
inside the first adhesive line, parts of the edges of the 

35 front and back sheets forming edge portions of the 
mailer normal to the fold line having non-active, non- 
continuous second lines of adhesive therealong, 
such that when the unit is folded to bring the edge to- 
gether second peel-apart lines of non-continuous ad- 

40 hesive are provided for sealing these edges together 
along their lengths in a manner enabling the edges 
thereof to be peeled apart. 

In a further preferred embodiment according to 
the present invention, there is provided a business 

45 form assembly forforming a mailer comprising a mes- 
sage sheet suitable for passage through a non-im- 
pact printer to receive information thereon, a cover 
sheet of a corresponding size to the message sheet, 
each of the sheets having longitudinal and transverse 
so edges, one of the cover sheets and the message car- 
rying adhesive along each of marginal edge portions 
adjacent the edges such that when the sheets are 
collated and the adhesive activated, the sheets will 
adhere to one another along their marginal edge por- 

55 tions to form a sealed mailer. The adhesive along a 
first of the edge portions of the one sheet is formed 
in a substantially continuous line, the one sheet being 
formed in a substantially continuous line of perfora- 
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tions parallel to the first edge portion and inwardly of 
the continuous line of adhesive, the other sheet being 
formed with a line of perforations adapted to substan- 
tially register with the line of perforations of the one 
sheet when the sheets are collated and the adhesive 
along at least the two opposite edge portions of the 
one sheet extending normal to the first edge portion 
being of a peel-apart type. 

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present 
invention to provide novel and improved mailers and 
business form assemblies for forming the mailers. 

These and further objects and advantages of the 
present invention will become more apparent upon 
reference to the following specification, appended 
claims and drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

Figure 1 illustrates a first embodiment of mailer 
forming unit forming part of a business form as- 
sembly according to the present invention; 
Figure 2 illustrates the web of Figure 1 on a re- 
duced scale; 

Figure 3 illustrates a mailer formed from the unit 
of Figure 1, on a reduced scale and at a later 
stage of the processing; 

Figure 4 is similar to Figure 1 showing a further 
form of the embodiment of Figure 1; 
Figure 5 illustrates a later processing stage of the 
mailer units of Figure 4; 

Figure 6 illustrates a message sheetforming part 
of a message web of a second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 7 illustrates a cover sheet forming part of 
a cover web for the message sheet web of Figure 

6; 

Figure 8 illustrates a mailer formed from the 
sheets of Figures 6 and 7; 
Figure 9 illustrates an alternative form of mes- 
sage sheet forming part of a message web ac- 
cording to this second embodiment; 
Figure 10 illustrates a cover sheet forming part of 
a cover web for the message sheet of Figure 9; 
and 

Figure 11 illustrates a mailer formed from the 
message and cover sheets of Figures 9 and 10. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

Reference will now be made in detail to a present 
preferred embodiment of the invention, an example of 
which is illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

Referring now to Figures 1 to 3, a mailer forming 
unit 12 according to this invention has longitudinally 
extending edges 13, 14 and upper and lower trans- 
verse edges 15, 16. The unit 12 forms part of a con- 



tinuous web 17 having a plurality of such units, with 
each unit separable from adjacent units by transverse 
lines of perforation 20. As particularly seen in Figure 
2, the lines of perforation 20, when broken, form the 

s upper and lower of the transverse edges of the mailer. 
The lateral edges of the web are formed with sprocket 
guide holes 19 in a known manner. Each mailer form- 
ing unit has an inside face 21, an outside face 22, a 
front sheet 23 and a back sheet 24, the front and back 

10 sheets being separated from one another by a central 
fold line 26. Fold line 26 is also preferably perforated 
or scored as shown. The front sheet is formed, in a 
known manner, with a window 27 so that when the 
unit is folded, an address 28 will be viewable through 

15 the window. 

Part of the edge portions 30, 31 of the edges par- 
allel to the fold line 26 and which will form the oppo- 
site edge of the mailer to the fold line, carry non-ac- 
tive, but heat activatable, adhesive 32. When the 

20 edges are brought together, adhesive 32 will form a 
substantially continuous line of adhesive securing 
those edges one to the other. The edge portions 33, 
34 extending normal to the fold line carry spaced- 
apart spots of non-active, but heat activatable, adhe- 

25 sive 35. When the unit is folded, adhesive 55 will pro- 
vide a line of peel-apart adhesive along both such 
edges. 

In a preferred form, each spot 36 of adhesive 35 
is square or diamond-shaped, with each side having 

so a length of 0.2 cms and the spots spaced apart by 
about 0.7 to 0.95 cms. It should be noted that approx- 
imately half of the adhesive is on the upper sheet and 
half on the lower sheet to provide a substantially even 
weighted and balanced unit. The adhesive may be ac- 

35 tivatable by other means, such as pressure, in which 
case similar complementary lines or spots of adhe- 
sive would be placed'on each of the front and back 
sheets so that they would register in contact with one 
another when the unit is folded. Lines of perforations 

40 37, 38 are formed adjacent the edge portions 31 , 32 
parallel to the central fold line 26 and inside the ad- 
hesive line 32. 

The web may have pre-printed information there- 
on and information is common to all forms. The busi- 

45 ness who wishes to send out the mailers will then 
pass the web through a printer to provide individual- 
ized information on each form, such as the addresses 
28. The longitudinal edges carrying the perforations 
19 are then detached and the individual units burst 

so from one another along the perforation lines 20. The 
units are then folded as seen in Figure 3 and passed 
through a sealer unit in which the adhesive is activat- 
ed to form the sealed edges. 

To open the unit, for example, when received 

55 through the mail, the edge opposite the fold line is 
torn off along the registering perforation lines 37, 38. 
The front and back sheets are then peeled apart from 
each other along edge portions 33, 34 to open out the 
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mailer. 

The form of business form assembly of Figures 
4 and 5 is substantially similar and like parts have 
been given like reference numerals and will not be re- 
described. In this form, the transverse fold line of Fig- 
ures 1 to 3 has been replaced by a longitudinally ex- 
tending fold line 26a and the tear-off edge extends 
longitudinally instead of transversely of the web. The 
edge portions 33, 34 carrying the heatactivatable ad- 
hesive in a peel-apart arrangement, as previously de- 
scribed, have relatively widely spaced peel-apart 
spots of adhesive, with the spots on the top sheet and 
the bottom sheet, respectively, spaced at different 
distances from the fold line 26a so that they will be in- 
terspaced when the edges are brought together. A 
substantially continuous fold line could also be 
formed by interspaced patches of adhesive, some on 
the top and some on the bottom sheet, and the peel- 
apart spots could also be interspaced in the mailer of 
Figures 1 to 3. 

As illustrated in Figure 5, the web is folded about 
the central longitudinal fold line 26a. The sprocket 
holes may then be detached and the web passed 
through a sealer unit to activate the glue and seal the 
edges. The units may then be detached from one an- 
other in a burster to provide the finished mailers. 

Referring now to the embodiment hereof illustrat- 
ed in Figures 6-11, there is illustrated a message 
sheet 112 having longitudinal edges 113, 114 and 
transverse edges 116, 117. The message sheetforms 
part of a continuous message web 118 provided with 
transverse lines of perforations 118a to divide the 
web into the message sheets, these lines coinciding 
with the transverse edges 116, 117. The message 
web 118 is of a form suitable for passing through a 
non-impact printer to receive personalized informa- 
tion and carries no heat sensitive adhesive. 

A cover sheet 120 of the same size as the mes- 
sage sheet 112 has longitudinal edges 121, 122 and 
transverse edges 123, 124. The cover sheet forms 
part of a cover web 125 provided with transverse lines 
of perforations 125a to divide the web into a series of 
such cover sheets with the transverse edges 123, 
124 coinciding with the lines 125a extending across 
the full width of the cover web. Both the cover web 
and the message web have a series of sprocket guide 
holes 126 along each longitudinal edge so that the 
webs can be accurately fed through a series of ma- 
chines such as printers, adhesive supplying ma- 
chines, collating machines, sealing machines and 
bursters. The cover sheet is provided in known man- 
ner with a window 127 so that a personalized address 
printed on the message sheet can be viewed through 
the window when the sheets are collated. 

As shown in Figures 7 and 10, the cover sheet 
bears lines of adhesive. These adhesive lines are pro- 
vided on the rear of the cover sheet but for clarity are 
shown on the front of the sheet. 



The cover sheet has a substantially continuous 
line 130 of non-active but activatable adhesive along 
its longitudinal edge 122 inside the sprocket holes 
126. In practice, this adhesive may be formed as a 

5 pattern of overlapping discrete areas to produce an 
effectively continuous line. The cover sheet has a line 
of perforations 131 adjacent its longitudinal edge 122 
inside the line of adhesive 130. The message sheet 
has a line of perforations 1 32 arranged to overlie and 

10 be in register with the perforations 131 in the cover 
sheet when the sheets are laid on top of one another. 
Lines of adhesive 1 33, 1 34 and 135 of a peel-apart ar- 
rangement, similarly as previously described in the 
first embodiment of Figures 1 -5, are located along the 

15 other three marginal edge portions of the cover 
sheet. Thus, the adhesive is of the same kind as that 
of the line 1 30 but comprises a series of spots or dis- 
crete areas spaced from one another so that the 
sheets can be pulled apart after being sealed togeth- 

20 er with very limited fiber tear of the sheets. In the pre- 
ferred form, each spot 136 is substantially square or 
diamond-shaped with each side having a length of 
about 0.2 cms and the spots are spaced apart so that 
along the line of adhesive the adhesive free areas are 

25 three to nine times the adhesive areas, preferably 
four to six times. 

The adhesive is preferably activated by heat but 
may be activated by other means such as pressure. 
In the latter case, the message sheet must bear com- 

30 plementary lines and spots of adhesive similar to 
those on the cover sheet but of a type substantially 
insensitive to the type of heat generated by a laser 
printer, so that the adhesive on the message sheet 
will register with and contact the adhesive on the cov- 

35 er sheet when they are brought together. 

After the sheets 112 have been printed with per- 
sonalized information, the sheets 112 and the sheets 
120 are collated, that is, they are brought into over- 
lying coinciding relationship one on top of the other 

40 and fed through a sealing machine which activates 
the adhesive to secure the sheets together around all 
four edges and form a series of connected mailers. 
The sprocket holes are normally then detached and 
the individual mailers separated from one another in 

45 a burster. Figure 8 shows one such individual mailer 
137. 

Figures 9 to 11 show another form of similar mes- 
sage sheets and cover sheets forming part of mes- 
sage webs and cover webs of this second embodi- 

50 ment and wherein similar parts have been given like 
reference numerals. In the arrangement of Figures 9 
and 10, two message sheets and two cover sheets 
are located side by side with one another across the 
width of respective webs, in so-called two to view ar- 

55 rangement. The side-by-side sheets are separated by 
a respective central longitudinal slit lines 140, 141 
and the cover sheet has two additional longitudinally 
extending lines of peel-apart adhesive 142, 143 ad- 
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jacent the perforation line 141 . The left hand side of 
the message web is formed with a substantially con- 
tinuous line of adhesive 1 45 similar to line 130 and the 
message web and cover web are formed with lines of 
perforation 146, 147 inside the line of adhesive 145 5 
and corresponding to the lines 1 31 and 1 32. The mes- 
sage sheets bear no heat sensitive adhesive. 

Which marginal edge carries the line of substan- 
tially continuous adhesive and which edge portions 
carry the lines of peel-apart adhesive is a matter of 10 
choice. 

While the invention has been described in con- 
nection with what is presently considered to be the 
most practical and preferred embodiment, it is to be 
understood that the invention is not to be limited to fs 
the disclosed embodiment, but on the contrary, is in- 
tended to cover various modifications and equivalent 
arrangements included within the scope of the ap- 
pended claims. 



1 . A business form assembly for forming a plurality 

of mailers comprising one or two continuous 25 
webs (17), the or each web being formed with a 
plurality of mailer forming units (12, 112) separat- 
ed from one another by transverse lines of per- 
foration (20) extending across the webs, in the 
case of a single web the web being formed with 30 
a central fold line (26) so that the web can be fold- 
ed over along the central fold line to provide a ser- 
ies of registering front sheets (23) and back 
sheets (24), and in the case of two webs the units 
of one web forming message sheets and the units 35 
of the other web forming cover sheets, the webs 
being adapted to be brought together to form a 
series of registering front and back sheets, the 
business form assembly being provided with 
non-active but activatable adhesive (32, 35) 40 
around the edges of each unit such that when the 
webs are folded or brought togetherto form a ser- 
ies of registering back and front sheets and the 
adhesive activated, each unit is completely 
sealed around its edges to provide a sealed mai- 45 
ler, the web or one of the webs being adapted to 
be fed through a non-impact printer and the indi- 
vidual units printed with individual information 
(such as an address) before the webs are folded 
or brought together, and in which the adhesive is so 
so applied that for each mailer the adhesive (32) 
will be substantially continuous along a first edge 
(30, 31) with a line of perforations extending in- 
side that first edge through the registering front 
and back sheets, and the adhesive (35) which 55 
seals the two opposite edges (33, 34) extending 
normal to said one edge (30, 31 ) is of a peel-apart 
type. 



. A business form assembly for forming a plurality 
of mailers comprising: 

a continuous web including a plurality of 
mailer forming units separable from one another 
by first transverse lines of perforations extending 
across said web; 

each unit, after separation from said web, 
having a central fold line such that the unit can be 
folded over along said central fold line to form a 
mailer having a front sheet and a back sheet in 
register with one another, edges of said front and 
back sheets in register with one another defining 
edge portions of the mailer perpendicular and 
parallel to said fold line; 

at least parts of an edge portion of the 
mailer parallel to the fold line carrying a first non- 
active adhesive, such that, when said edges-of 
said parallel edge portions are brought together, 
a first substantially continuous line of adhesive is 
provided for sealing said edge portions together; 

a detachment line of perforations extend- 
ing along said edge portions parallel to the fold 
line and inside said first adhesive line, parts of 
the edges of said front and back sheets forming 
edge portions of said mailer normal to the fold 
line having non-active, non-continuous second 
lines of adhesive therealong, such that when the 
unit is folded to bring said edge together second 
peel-apart lines of non-continuous adhesive are 
provided for sealing these edges together along 
their lengths in a manner enabling the edges 
thereof to be peeled apart. 

3. A business form assembly for forming a mailer 
comprising: 

a message sheet suitable for passage 
through a non-impact printer to receive informa- 
tion thereon; 

a cover sheet of a corresponding size to 
said message sheet, each of said sheets having 
longitudinal and transverse edges, one of said 
cover sheets and said message sheets carrying 
adhesive along each of marginal edge portions 
adjacent said edges such that when said sheets 
are collated and the adhesive activated, the 
sheets will adhere to one another along their mar- 
ginal edge portions to form a sealed mailer, 

the adhesive along a first of the edge por- 
tions of said one sheet being formed in a su bstan- 
tially continuous line, said one sheet being 
formed in a substantially continuous line of per- 
forations parallel to the first edge portion and in- 
wardly of said continuous line of adhesive, the 
other sheet being formed with a line of perfora- 
tions adapted to substantially register with the 
line of perforations of said one sheet when the 
sheets are collated; and 

the adhesive along at least the two oppo- 



i site edge portions of said one sheet extending 

normal to said first edge portion being of a peel- 
apart type. 

4. A business form assembly according to claim 3 in 5 
which said adhesive is a heat-activatable adhe- 
sive, said adhesive being applied to said cover 
sheet with no adhesive applied to said message 
sheet. 



5. A business form assembly according any of 
claims 1 to 4 in which the peel-apart lines of ad- 
hesive comprise spaced-apart discrete areas of 
adhesive separated by areas free of adhesive, 

the spacing being such that the total area free of 15 
adhesive along each line of discrete non-contin- 
uous adhesive areas is at least twice the total 
area covered by such adhesive. 

6. A business form assembly according to claim 5 in 20 
which said area free of adhesive is in the range 

of 3 to 9 times as great as the area covered by 
adhesive. 



7. A business form assembly according to claim 7 in 25 
which said area free of adhesive is in the range 
of 4 to 5 times as great as the area covered by 
adhesive. 



8. A business form assembly according to claim 2 or 30 
any claim dependent thereon in which the adhe- 
sive is arranged substantially symmetrically of 

the units so that each half of the unit carries sub- 
stantially half the adhesive. 

35 

9. A business form assembly according to claim 2 or 
any claim dependent thereon in which the adhe- 
sive is a heat-activable adhesive and the areas of 
peel-apart adhesive on one-half of each unit are 
interspaced between the areas of peel-apart ad- 40 
hesive on the other half of the unit when the unit 

is folded. 



10. A business form assembly according to any of 
claims 1 to 9 in which the adhesive is pressure- 45 
activatable and the areas of adhesive on each 

half of each unit corresponds with one another so 
that they will register in contact with one another 
when the back and front sheets are brought to- 
gether, so 

1 1 . A sealed mailer formed from an assembly accord- 
ing to any of the preceding claims. 
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